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Greenways
project moves
to phase 2
EMILY ULBER
news@chherald.com
Students looking for a greener
way to get around will soon have
more ground to cover.
The Bowling Green City
Commission approved a bid for the
construction of the second phase
of The West Campus Greenways
Project Tuesday night.
A greenway is a path for walking
or biking.
The second phase of the project
will begin on Veterans Memorial
Lane and run to the Preston
Miller Water Park, said Josh
Moore, Greenways Commission
coordinator.
It will connect to the first phase
of the project, which includes a
path that runs from Creason Street
to the Wal-Mart on Veterans
Memorial Lane and a path that
runs from Creason Street and the
corner of University Boulevard to
South Campus, Moore said.
The first phase of the project
is about 95 percent complete, he
said.
Construction on the second
phase of the project will begin next
month, Moore said.
He said he expects the path to
be completed and ready for use this
summer.
See GREENWAYS,

page
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Members of the Sigma Kappa sorority lead a cheer in celebration of the success of the 2009 performance of the Vagina Monologues, of which six members participated.
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Western to
offer summer
developmental
courses

Vagina Monologues pleasurable for all audiences
COLE CLAYBOURN
news@chherald.com

MANDY SIMPSON
news@chherald.com
This summer many seniors
will rush out of their high schools
sporting paraphernalia from their
chosen university and sprint
towards a collegiate career.
But 68 percent of those students
aren’t fully prepared for the college
classes that await them.
About three-fourths of the
state’s incoming freshman will
need at least one developmental
course in reading, writing or math
before they are ready for college
courses, according to a report from
the Council on Postsecondary
Education.
Bowling Green Community
College of Western Kentucky
University will host an early
entry program this summer
for those students required to
take developmental courses,
Community College Dean Sherry
Reid said.
Incoming freshmen can take up
to three courses before their first full
college semester begins, she said.
“I would like to see students
fully engage in the education
process, develop self confidence
in their educational skills and get a
head start on college,” she said.
See COURSES,

page
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About 375 people watched a woman moan in the glow
of a dim red stage light Wednesday night.
Jenna Smith, a junior from Clarksville, Tenn., moaned
in different variations for about five minutes during her
interpretation of “The Woman Who Loved To Make
Vaginas Happy.”
Her performance was met with laughter and applause
from the audience.
The scene was one of the 11 that made up Western’s

performance of “The Vagina Monologues.”
Wednesday night was Western’s 11th annual production
of “Monologues.”
The audience gathered in Garrett Ballroom to see
students from the women’s studies program put on a show
dealing with issues such as female empowerment and
violence against women.
The show was a project for the Western Feminist
Thought class taught by Women’s Studies Instructor Molly
Kerby.
See MONOLOGUES,

JOSH MOORE
news@chherald.com
Rick Loomis brings pictures
of the world to the readers of the
Los Angeles Times.
On Tuesday he brought them
to Western.
The photojournalist has worked
in places such as Afghanistan,
Iraq and Palestine.
The 1994 Western graduate
spoke in a crowded Mass Media
Auditorium as part of the Gaines
Lecture Series.
Loomis said coming to
Western to share his experiences
reenergizes him.
“This is where I grew up,” he

said. “It was home to me.”
Loomis said he didn’t predict
where photojournalism would
take him.
“When I was at Western,
going and covering a war was the
furthest thing from my mind,”
he said.
Loomis has been to Afghanistan
and Iraq about five times each
since the conflicts began.
Elizabethtown
freshman
Shaylin Gimborys said Loomis’
pictures were emotion-provokARIANA MCLAUGHLIN/Herald
ing.
“We don’t really see how good Western graduate and Pulitzer Prize winning photojournalist Rick Loomis visited his
we have it here,” she said.
roots to speak to journalism students in the Mass Media Auditorium on Tuesday evening. Loomis has traveled the world documenting conflict issues in various countries
S e e A L U M N U S , p a g e 6 and is currently working at the Los Angeles Times.
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This semester Herald photojournalists find
interesting stories on the edges of campus.

T

hree Brothers Bar has been a fixture of downtown Bowling
Green for about 15 years. On a Saturday night the place is
usually packed. People bump shoulder to shoulder and a
thick cloud of cigarette smoke hangs like a low morning fog above
the crowd. Brightly colored phone numbers and drunken wisdom are
scribbled across every spare inch of the chalkboard walls.
On other nights there may only be four people in the whole bar.
Matt Coffelt’s first time at Three Brothers was one of those nights.
The bar was near empty and the jukebox wasn’t playing but Coffelt,
25, and his girlfriend Leah Rose, 21, enjoyed their time regardless.
They played pool while laughing and joking around with two other
friends at the bar.
“I’m not much of a bar person,” Coffelt said. “But I like this place,
I enjoy it. It’s a place where you can just hang out with a group of
friends.”
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Percent of a jellyfish is water.

Percent of all movies are rated R.

Million years is how long it
would take a car traveling 100
mph to reach the nearest star.

Source: http://www.amusingfacts.com/facts
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Fill in the grid so that every row, every column
and every 3x3 box
contains the digits
1 through 9 with no repeats. Solution, tips
and computer program
at www.sudoku.com

Crime Report

Report

LUNCH
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18

CUTTING-EDGE EQUIPMENT• KNOWLEDGEABLE STAFF
INVITING ENVIRONMENT • MONEY-SAVING MEMBERSHIPS

1680 Campbell Lane (next to Barnes and Nobles)
suntancity.com
Some restrictions apply. See store for details.
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HIP HOP
FASHIONS

“Carrying the latest in urban fashions”
WKU Mondays-20% off with any college ID
Tuesday-Friday get 10% off
1562 US 31 bypass, Bowling Green, KY
for more information cantact: 270.781.3213

COOGI • EVOLUTION • APPLE BOTTOM • EVISU
2008-2009 Cultural Enhancement Series

NOT THE BAG
LUNCH LIKE MOM
USED TO MAKE

Don’t be surprised if you turn a few heads!

monthly $as low as
88
tanning

DEREON • ROCAWEAR • AKADEMIKS • NEW ERA • BABY PHAT

EVISU • APPLE BOTTOM • ENYCE

JIMMY

Become your
ultimate accessory...

AKADEMIKS • DEREON • MECCA

u Cassaundra Justus, Audubon Drive, reported on March 3 that her backpack containing her black LG flip phone, her brown Liz
Claiborne purse, $50 in cash, her English textbook, two calculators and a Visa card, was stolen from her vehicle in the Jones-Jaggers lot.
The value of the theft was $500.

((

1916 RUSSELLVILLE RD.
270.393.8884
WORLD CLASS
CATERING!
FREAKY
FAST1296C2?F
DELIVERY!
3?2.8F
3.@A
% 76::F 7<5;´@ 3?.;056@2 990 .99 ?645A@ ?2@2?C21
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TAIKOPROJECT
Japanese Drumming for a New Era
Tues., March 17, 2009 7:30 p.m. Capitol Arts Theatre
Admission is free and the public is welcome.
For more information, call 270-745-5204
Co-sponsored by the Campus Activites Board
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SGA attendance down 6 percent SGA approves study abroad scholarship

MARY BARCZAK
news@chherald.com
Members of the Student
Government
Association
Executive Board have expressed
concerns
about
senator
attendance and participation.
The average rate of
attendance so far this spring is
about 6 percent lower than the
average attendance in the fall,
according to numbers in the
SGA minutes.
Average attendance for the
five meetings this semester has
been about 66 percent, according
to the minute numbers. Average
attendance last semester was
about 72 percent.
At SGA’s March 3 meeting,
21 out of 32 senators attended,
according to the SGA minutes.
President Kayla Shelton said
she was disappointed senators
haven’t been attending the
meetings.
She said it’s their job to serve
the students and she doesn’t feel
they’re doing that job.
“If you want to get something

Monologues
Continued

from front page

There were 27 people in the
cast and crew for the show,
according to the performance
program.
All proceeds from the event
will go to Hope Harbor, a sexual
trauma recovery center located
in Bowling Green.
Those in attendance were
greeted by the tunes of Louisville
sophomore Lauren Conkin, who
sang covers of songs including
“I’m Yours” by Jason Mraz as
well as some original songs.
Refreshments included cookies
shaped like vaginas and cup
cakes shaped like breasts.

done, then do it,” Shelton
told senators at the meeting.
“You don’t need for the exec.
board to do it first. Take some
initiative.”
Speaker Nate Eaton said
at meetings on Feb. 17 and 24
that he was concerned about
attendance.
He said senators aren’t
participating like they should.
Senators haven’t been
attending committee meetings
or debating during meetings,
he said.
Secretary La Darra Starkey said
one reason for the lack of attendance
may be that a lot of members are
stressed out from trying to balance
school and SGA.
Starkey said four people
have been sent before judicial
council this semester for having
three or more absences.
One of them was removed,
she said.
Senators are allowed to have
three unexcused absences from
senate meetings every semester,
according to the SGA Bylaws.
Chief Justice Corey Bewley

said the judicial council
pardoned three of the senators
because they were responsive
and showed interest at the
judicial council hearing.
They didn’t pardon the fourth
because she didn’t contact Bewley
or attend the hearing, he said.
Bewley told the senate at its
last meeting that the judicial
council has no problem kicking
senators out if they aren’t going
to commit to SGA.
Some
members
were
concerned that the senate might
not have enough people to pass
legislation after two senators
left early on March 3.
The senate can’t pass
legislation at a meeting without
a majority of its members
present, Bewley said.
The
executive
board
confirmed that there were
enough senators after a roll
count vote.
Eaton said leaving meetings
early wasn’t acceptable. SGA
may start counting leaving
meetings early as a halfabsence.

Scenes included “The
Flood,” a scene about a 72-year
old woman who had never seen
her vagina. Symsonia senior
Maggie Waid performed the
scene.
Other scenes featured
issues such as rape and
homosexuality.
Louisville junior BrittanyAnn Wick said it was her first
time seeing “Monologues”.
“It makes me want to go
call my family and talk to them
about vaginas,” she said.
San Francisco freshman
Celena Allen also saw the
show for the first time, and
said she felt a sense of “vagina
power” after the performance
was over.
Minneapolis junior Adam
Swanson, a member of the crew

for the performance, said the
“Monologues” provides a sense
of a female empowerment.
The large crowd erupted in
applause during the conclusion
of the scene “My Angry Vagina”
performed by Bowling Green
junior Mary Sparr.
The monologue outlines
difficult situations that arise
from being a woman, such as
visits to the gynecologists.
Bowling Green senior Skylar
Jordan said the performance
was very informative and also
helped benefit a good cause.
“It speaks about female
sexuality,” Jordan said. “This is
a good way for women to speak
positively about their bodies.
As a man, it was good coming
here because it provides a great
perspective,” he said.

MARY BARCZAK
news@chherald.com
The Student Government
Association is helping students
add some international flavor
to their college experience.
The SGA passed a bill to
fund study abroad scholarships
at its meeting March 3.
The bill would provide
four study abroad scholarships
valued at $500 each, according
to the bill.
The scholarships would
cover the cost of housing for
students studying abroad,
according to the bill.
The bill also allows SGA to
give another larger scholarship
to a deserving student,
according to the bill.
Some senators thought it
was unclear whether the money

could be used by students on
anything other than housing.
Bowling Green freshman
Kat Johns, one of the authors
of the bill, said the scholarship
money could be used to cover
other expenses of the trip,
but SGA strongly encourages
students use it on housing.
The bill also states that an
additional scholarship may be
given to a fifth candidate if
there is a deserving student.
The fifth scholarship amount
wouldn’t be set at a particular
limit, Johns said.
She said the money for the
fifth scholarship would come
from the organizational aid
budget surplus.
Johns said SGA would like
to fund one student’s entire
study abroad program if there
is enough surplus money.

President Kayla Shelton will
appointee at least three members
of the student senate to serve
on a committee to judge the
applications, including one from
the academic affairs committee,
according to the bill.
The bill was sponsored by
the academic affairs committee,
according to the bill.
SGA tries to give away
scholarships each year to
deserving students who want
to travel abroad the next
semester, Administrative Vice
President Reagan Gilley said.
The study abroad scholarship
applications are due on March
30 in Downing University
Center Room 130, according
to the bill.
The applicants will be
contacted by April 3, according
to the bill.
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EDITORIAL

TOPS to Spring
Break!

BOTTOMS to
Snuggie weather
on Spring Break.

TOPS to marriage proposals on
national television.

BOTTOMS to
break-ups on national television.

TOPS to vaginashaped cookies for
the Vagina Monologues.

TOPS to the free
condoms handed
out at DUC.
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Winter Break part II
Spring Break should be moved back to spring
The issue: Spring break occurs one week
earlier this year than it has in previous years.
Our view: Though an earlier break has its
advantages, the disadvantages make it clear
that a later break would be better for students.
Sitting in class during February, it’s almost
possible to hear the daydreams of students who
long for warmer weather and a break from the
pressures of school.
Had it been the fall, students would have
already enjoyed a quick reprieve with Labor
Day and been looking forward to fall and
Thanksgiving breaks.
But after coming back from Winter Break,
the opportunities students have for rest and
relaxation are pretty limited.
Barring any snow days, Spring Break is all
students have until the summer.
When combined, these factors make clear
the importance of this break to students, and
Western has done them a disservice by making
the break fall a week earlier this year.
The scheduling of Spring Break is determined by the University Calendar Committee

and coincides with the dates of the KHSAA
Girls’ Sweet 16 Tournament, which is hosted
by Western.
The money Western earns from the tournament and the attention it gains among Kentucky
high school students are both very beneficial to
the university.
But using a high school basketball tournament to determine when the university’s
Spring Break will occur is asinine and irresponsible.
Those at Western who question the impact
of one week’s difference fail to see several
important factors.
An earlier break creates a disproportionate
split in the calendar, which when combined
with Western’s late return from Winter Break,
gives students six weeks before the break and
nine weeks afterward.
That means if students felt like the first half
of the semester dragged on, the second half
will feel like an eternity by comparison.
As last year’s Spring Break proved, March
weather is extremely unpredictable, and the

chances of having a good forecast are much
better when a break is closer to April instead
of February.
The difference of a week also makes it
nearly impossible to schedule vacations with
friends at other universities whose break is
later.
Since Spring Break presents the only
opportunity for many students to visit friends
at other schools, the absence of such an option
this year is disappointing.
But it’s not just students who suffer. The
uneven split caused by the earlier break pressures faculty to have earlier midterms and
forces them to cram more onto their final exam
as a result.
So while students love the cheaper cost of
a vacation outside the peak break season, the
idea of empty beaches and a longer stretch
once they return is far less appealing.
This editorial represents the majority opinion of the Herald’s 10-member editorial
board.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Come to our book signing
Sunday
My name is Jim Browning,
and I have been an instructor in
the Department of English since
1998. My co-author, Daniel
Curry, an instructor in paralegal
studies, and I recently published
our first novel, “Family Gems,”
and we would like to invite all
our students, past and present, and our former and current
Western colleagues to our first
public book signing on Sunday,
March 8, from noon until 3 p.m.
at Barnes & Noble Booksellers,
at 1680 Campbell Lane.
“Family Gems” is a comic,
epistolary novel about food,
family and friendship in the tradition of Fannie Flagg’s “Fried

Green Tomatoes at the Whistle
Stop Cafe,” “an authentic taste
of southern rural ways and
foodways” of the 1970s ... “lovingly and hilariously immortalized,” wrote reviewer Martha
Zettlemoyer for the Bowling
Green Daily News. It consists of written correspondence
(including family recipes and
small-town newspaper columns)
between two middle-aged sisters,
Jewell Mattingly Garret of Buck
Creek, Ky., and Ruby JaNelle
Mattingly Clarkson of Flagstaff,
Ariz. During the course of their
correspondence, a lifetime of
family secrets — including
one son’s coming out and one
daughter’s interracial romance
and unplanned pregnancy — are
revealed and reviewed, always

with compassion and humor,
both warmhearted and wicked.
We look forward to seeing
all of you there. For those who
are unable to attend the signing, “Family Gems” is available online at www.authorhouse.com, www.barnesandnoble.com, www.amazon.com
or locally at Barnes & Noble
Booksellers.
Jim Browning
English Instructor

Students should seek to
challenge themselves
I wish to commend Marianne
Hale for her well-written, impeccably-researched front page

article, “Evaluations voice student complaints about grades”
(Thursday, Feb. 26). It’s very
instructive, and sometimes alarming, to read about the attitudes
and values of today’s students.
The sidebar about the study
conducted at Cal-Irvine definitely raised my eyebrows. Really?
Forty percent of students surveyed believe that doing “most
of the reading for a class” ought
to merit a ‘B’? Thirty-four percent believe they have earned
a ‘B’ by simply “going to most
classes”? How does this mentality play out beyond college?
Recent Graduate: “Boss, I did
most of my work this quarter;
I think I deserve a better-thanaverage evaluation and merit
raise.”

Boss: “You’re fired.”
Recent Graduate: Boss, I
showed up for work more than
half the time this quarter; I think
I deserve a better-than-average
evaluation and merit raise.”
Boss: “You’re fired.”
I just hope the students here
at Western are nothing like
those surveyed by Cal-Irvine.
I prefer thinking of my students as hardworking, bright,
talented people who want to
challenge themselves to learn
and improve; I want students
like the Millennial Mutants,
the new JoJo Johansen and
Charlotte Simmons at her best
(from Tom Wolfe’s 2005 novel,
I am Charlotte Simmons).
Tom C. Hunley

SUBMISSIONS
The Herald encourages
readers to write letters
and commentaries
on topics of public
interest. Here are a few
guidelines:
1. Letters should not exceed
250 words, and commentaries should be 700-800
words.
2. Originality counts. Please
don’t submit plagiarized
work.
3. For verification, letters and
commentaries MUST include
your name, phone number,
home town and classification
or title.
4. Letters may not run in
every edition due to space.
5. The Herald reserves the
right to edit all letters for
style, grammar, length and
clarity. The Herald does NOT
print libelous submissions.

A cartoon strip by Annie Erskine

DISCLAIMER
The opinions expressed
in this newspaper
DO NOT reflect those of
Western’s employees
or of its administration.
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The seven-week program
will offer six courses including
basic and intermediate algebra
and college reading strategies,
said Tim Brotherton, chair
of academic support at the
community college.
Students not attending
the program must take the
required zero-level courses,
during the year, Reid said.
These courses don’t count as
college credit hours.
During the 2007-08
school year, 66 percent
of Western students who
received associate degrees
and 42 percent of students
who received bachelor’s
degrees had taken at least
one developmental course,
according to a report
from Western’s office of
institutional research.
Brotherton said he expects
the number of students
needing
developmental
courses to go up this year
because CPE raised the
required
ACT
scores
necessary for students
to avoid developmental
courses.
Now any student with an
ACT reading score below
20 must take developmental
courses. Previously, the
required score was 18, he
said.
Students earning ACT
math scores below 22 must
take developmental courses.
The previous required score
was 21, Brotherton said.

JACOB HILL/Herald

Power Shift crowd marks largest
citizen lobby on climate change
rightful seat at the political
table,” said Jessy Tolkan,
director of Power Shift Energy
Action Coalition.
“We stand at a critical point
in our nation’s history, ready to
work with our new leadership,”
he said. “We won’t allow this
moment to pass us by.”
Live music resounded in the
convention center by night and
the collective buzz of panels,
workshops, green job fairs and
speakers could be heard by day.
Big names glazed the
schedule
of
speakers
and
performers:
House
Speaker Nancy Pelosi, EPA
Administrator Lisa Jackson,
Obama’s assistant for energy
and climate change, Carol
Browner, rap group The Roots
and Kentucky author Wendell
Berry.
“I don’t want to get arrested,
but I am willing to get arrested,”
Berry said. “There is hope in
finding out what the right thing
is to do and doing it.”
Sleep descended the lists of
priorities as hundreds of youth
gathered overnight in the 7th
Street art warehouse to prepare

Page 5
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During the march
on the Capitol Coal
Plant, Bowling
Green senior
Travis Plamp and
Bardstown sophomore Hannah
Morris chant along
with fellow marchers. The goal of
the march was to
attempt to shut
down the plant by
blocking all entry
gates. Police presence was strong
but no participants
were arrested.

Mittens intact and banners
in hand, 3,000 people swarmed
the Capitol amidst a snowstorm
Monday ending Power Shift ‘09.
“We, as a generation, have to
decide whether we are locusts
or honeybees,” said Van Jones,
founding president of Green
for All and New York Times
bestselling author, during the
opening session on Friday.
Throughout the four days,
12,000 environmentalists from
every state — as well as every
Canadian province and more
than a dozen other countries —
made Washington, D.C. their
hive, hoping to yield a bold
climate and energy policy in
2009.
The proposed policy would
dramatically reduce emissions
and create millions of green
jobs.
“Just as the youth of America
turned out in record numbers
to elect a new president and
transform Congress in the
last election, they turned out
in record numbers to take our
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for the direct action movement
on Monday.
Freshly printed flags hung
from the rafters and the smell
of paint emanated off of picket
signs.
“We have already won. This
is the victory, right here, right
now,” said the woman briefing
the crowd on nonviolent protest
and the marching route for the
upcoming day.
On Monday morning, green
hard hats amassed inside the
Congressional office building
as the group lobbied.
Later, the people in the hats
congregated at Spirit of Justice
Park in preparation to march to
the Capitol blocking all gates of
its coal and natural gas-burning
power plant.
The honey of four days’
labor: the largest citizen lobby
day on climate change in U.S.
history as well as the largest act
of civil disobedience protesting
dirty energy.
“Show me what democracy
looks like!” half of the crowd
shouted in unison.
“This is what democracy
looks like!” roared the other.

CPE requires the same
minimum ACT English score
of 18, he said.
CPE’s increased ACT
standards coincide with
the efforts of Kentucky
legislators to better prepare
students for college by
rebuilding the Commonwealth
Accountability Test System,
said Sam Evans, dean of
the College of Education of
Behavioral Sciences.
Bills about CATS have
been proposed in the House
of Representatives and the
Senate.
He said Kentucky students
often perform well on CATS
tests and poorly on the ACT
because they measure student
ability differently.
The ACT is designed so
half the test-takers perform
better than the middle score
and half perform worse than
the middle score, Evans said.
Officials
adjust
the
difficulty of the questions
when the average score
changes to keep the balance,
he said.
This makes it impossible
for everyone to earn the
highest score, he said.
The ACT is scored based
on the total possible points
on the test, so students can
compare themselves to other
students nationwide, he said.
CATS test scores are
dependent on the scores of
all students taking the test.
They are told within which
percentile of students they
scored, Evans said.
The test doesn’t measure
students against a national
standard, so test-takers

can’t compare themselves
to students outside the state,
Evans said.
It’s possible for every
student to earn a high score on
CATS tests, which makes the
achievement less significant,
Evans said.
“A lot of CATS does not
use a higher order of thinking,”
he said. “But on the ACT you
are being pushed.”
CATS testing also covers
a specific set of criteria that
high school teachers spend
a lot of time covering. This
leaves less time for them to
help students build the higher
level of thinking assessed on
the ACT, he said.
“There are a set of
standards you are expected to
meet a mile wide and an inch
deep,” Evans said about the
CATS test. “Are we really
measuring what students
know or are we measuring
what teachers are making
sure they teach?”
Evans said he expects
the legislation revising
CATS to restructure state
testing as well as increase
communication
between
officials in high schools and
colleges.
Reid said this may
help decrease the need for
developmental programs,
but as long as the number
of under-prepared incoming
freshman increases, Western
will have an early entry
program, she said.
“It’s really an effort to help
students catch up, brush up
and be ready to join their
peers in college level courses
in the fall,” she said.

Intersession Parking
Over Spring Break
All Student Lots Become
All Permit Zones
F/S, Meters, Reser ved Spaces Will Be Enforced

A Brighter Light On Our Diversity

And we’ll never stop working to get that light even brighter.
Opportunity, inclusion, respect, equality
and justice for all people.
Visit toyotageorgetown.com to discover the ways
we work to support minorities and diversity.
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take that picture.”
Loomis said the two months he spent
covering the Israeli-Palestinian conflict
affected him the most.
Continued from front page
“This stuff will never sort of escape me,”
Loomis recalled an incident in Afghanistan he said.
when a gunman stopped Loomis’ vehicle and
Loomis won a Pulitzer Prize in 2007
came to the window.
for a series on the condition of the world’s
Loomis said he thought his life was over, oceans.
but his interpreter convinced the gunman
He documented the affects of overfishing
that he was a local.
and pollution on beaches, reefs and marine
“I passed as an Afghan,”
life.
Loomis said, laughing. He’d
Loomis said he went back to
grown out his beard and wore
his hometown in South Florida,
clothing to help him fit in.
where the changes pollution
Associate Photojournalism
caused were “shocking.”
Professor Tim Broekema said
Loomis said he wanted to
listening to professionals helps
inspire students but also show
students
understand
what
them the reality of the journalism
professors teach in class.
industry.
During the speech, Loomis
Six or seven photographers,
showed a video of himself
including a Pulitzer Prize
running for cover from gunfire
— Danielle Bartley winner, on the Los Angeles
in Iraq.
Times’ staff have been laid off
Photojournalism major
Louisville freshman Danielle
in past months because of the
Bartley, a photojournalism
economy, he said.
major, said Loomis helped her understand
“I’m sort of scared for what I’m going to
do in the future,” Loomis said.
what it’s like to cover a war.
But it should encourage students to work
“He’s running from gunshots,” Bartley
said. “It makes me think of what it’s like to even harder to reach their goals, he said.

“He’s running
from gunshots. It
makes me think
of what it’s like
to take that picture.”
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Must Purchase
Expires 6-30-08
12/30/09
Must
Purchase 33 Pizzas
Pizzas  Offer
Offer Expires

( AXiXeGTfgXWFb:bbW
Please mention coupon when ordering. One coupon per person per visit at participating Pizza Hut locations. Not valid in
combination with any other special offer or coupon. Valid on Carryout or Delivery where available. Limited delivery area.
Delivery charge may apply.
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ADMINISTRATION

Online enrollment up 40 percent

MARIANNE HALE
news@chherald.com
Western students are turning
to the Internet for education at a
high rate.
The spring online enrollment
increased about 40 percent since
last year.
Web course enrollment
rose to 8,263 this semester,
said Cindy Troutman, distance
leaning program specialist.
Western had 5,889 spots filled
in Web courses last spring.
Winter
Term
online
enrollment went up about 10
percent this year.
Winter Term had 1,219
online course enrollments this
year, according to the Division
of Extended Learning and
Outreach Web site. Winter term
had 1,105 enrollments in 2008.
Those numbers include all
course enrollments, so if a
student takes more than one
online class, they would be
counted more than once.
Amanda McGaughey, assistant
director of Independent Learning,
said the increasing number of
courses available online helped
boost Web course enrollment.
Students seeking the new
master’s degree in criminology
can take all the classes for the
degree online starting this fall,

Greenways
Continued

from front page

Scotty’s Contracting and
Stone, LLC, the contracting
company
that
handled
construction for the first phase of
the project, is also the contractor
for the second phase, he said.
The city of Bowling Green
accepted a bid for $235,575.74
from the company for the
second phase of the project,
according to the agenda from
the Tuesday meeting.
That was the lowest bid, said

C Y
M K

Assistant Sociology Professor
Mitz said it’s sometimes hard
Jerry Daday said.
to keep up in the classes because
Daday, who has taught online she forgets about them.
courses before, will teach a class
Auburn senior Rhanda Lee,
for the program next semester.
who works in the Office of
He said the program targets Independent Learning, said taking
professionals working full-time. online courses gives her more time
“They can watch lectures at for other classes and on-campus
10 o’clock at night
activities.
or 3 o’clock in the
“You
don’t
morning,” Daday
have to dress up
said.
and wake up and
He said students
go to an 8 a.m.
taking
classes
class,” she said.
on main campus
But
it’s
can also take
sometimes harder
the criminology
to know what online
courses.
instructors want on
McGaughey
assignments, she
said more students
said. Confusion
have full-time jobs
can usually be
— Jerry Daday cleared up through
to help pay for
Assistant sociology professor e-mail, though.
college and have
to find classes
McGaughey
that fit into their
said
the
schedules.
communication gap can be
Students who serve in bridged through e-mail, phone
the military or live in other calls, discussion boards and a
countries can take Western’s chat feature on Blackboard.
online courses, she said.
Daday said he misses the faceChicago sophomore Tricia to-face interaction that comes
Mitz, who has two online classes with in-person classes, but he
this semester, said having online understands the convenience of
courses makes taking 18 hours online courses.
of classes easier.
“I realize that online classes
“I like learning on my own are serving a need for the people
rather than being lectured,” she of Kentucky and, frankly,
said.
beyond,” he said.

“I realize that
online classes
are serving
a need for
the people of
Kentucky and,
frankly, beyond.”

Commissioner Brian “Slim”
Nash.
The bid was accepted with a
5-0 vote.
Helen Siewers, Western’s
landscape architect, served
as Greenways Commission
coordinator before Moore.
She said the city has a good
working relationship with the
contracting company and is
pleased with the work they have
done so far.
The greenways system is
designed to be like a linear park,
Nash said.
“The whole idea behind the
project is to create walking and
bike trails to link different parts

CYAN MEGENTA YELLOW BLACK

of the city,” he said.
Creating sidewalks wasn’t a
priority when Bowling Green
was designed, Nash said.
People who wanted to walk
around the city had no choice
but to use the streets, he said.
The city wanted to find a way
to address that issue, Nash said.
The Greenways Commission
was formed in the late 1990s,
Moore said.
There are 15 miles of trails
completed around the city, he
said.
The
West
Campus
Greenways project is just one
part of the overall greenways
project, Moore said.
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BOWLING GREEN

Spring Break fun awaits in our own backyard

Herald
Student news.
Faculty news.
Alumni news.
All news.

ERIC PASKAN/Herald

Capitol Arts Center:
Several art galleries and Bowling Green High
School will be presenting “The Pajama Game” Sunday
at 3 p.m.
Reserved seating.

LUKE SHARRETT/Herald

CHRIS FRYER/Herald

National Corvette Museum:
Learn the history of the Corvette.
$8.

L&N Depot, Historic Rail Park:
Learn about the grand old Louisville and Nashville
train station across from Roland Bland Skate Park.

Every Tuesday
and Thursday
www.wkuherald.com

TABITHA WAGGONER
diversions@chherald.com

D

espite the chilly weather and many students’ resolutions to
spend less money, spring break is here. While some students
have rented beach houses or planned road trips to concerts,
others may want a simple schedule.
If you’re spending the week in Bowling Green and think there’s
nothing to do, think again.
While places like Good Tymes 2, The Deuce and the Brewing
Company are mainstays for college crowds, there are many options
within the Bowling Green area and just up the highway, including
hiking, enjoying nightlife and gaining knowledge beyond the
classroom.
Less than 30 minutes northeast of Bowling Green is the world’s
largest cave system. You go to college in the only city that produces
the little red Corvette. Small adventures live among the bluegrass,
waiting for you to find them.
Before you weep and conclude that the coast of Florida is the only
way to bring spring in with a bang, take a look at these options close
to home. You can get away from campus, save a little cash and have
just as much fun — without those pesky tan lines.
You’re welcome.

Other attractions
Lost River Cave:
Underground boat tours located in
the heart of Bowling Green.
$15, $1 off with the online coupon.
Kentucky Down Under/Kentucky
Caverns:
Kentucky Caverns now in season.
$10.95.
Kentucky Museum:
Located on the edge of campus.
Free.
Beech Bend:
Petting zoo and amusement park.
$10 (must pay for additional rides).
Public Theatre of Kentucky:
“The Wizard of Oz” Sunday at 3 p.m.
$6 for students.
Barren River Lake State Resort:
Scenic, perfect for catching fish.

Lincoln’s Birthplace:
Knob Creek in Hodgenville is the 16th
president’s birthplace and childhood
home.
Free.
Hidden River Cave in Horse Cave:
Another underground adventure and
self-guided tour.
$15.
Mammoth Cave National Park:
Offers hiking, caving and tours.
Ranging from $4 to $45.
The Patton Museum in Fort Knox:
Explore a detailed history of General
Patton.
Barren River Imaginative Museum
(BRIMS):
This children’s museum is a fun
science museum.
Student admission is $4.

STORE-WIDE
A Healthy Community.
It’s Happening Here.
Thinking about a career in health?
Think public health.
Public health offers meaningful
opportunities for hands-on involvement
in your community and beyond.
Areas of study:
Health promotion
Epidemiology
• Environmental and occupational health
• Health management
• Biostatistics
•
•

Learn more about creating a healthier
future. Contact us!
http://louisville.edu/sphis
502.852.3299

SCHOOL OF PUBLIC HEALTH
& INFORMATION SCIENCES
Accredited by the Council for Education in Public Health.
The University of Louisville is an equal opportunity institution.
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TAKE 30% OFF
WKU APPAREL & GIFT ITEMS
JEWELRY, DIPLOMA FRAMES,
CHILDREN’S BOOKS & MORE!

ADDITIONAL 30% OFF

ALREADY REDUCED
CLEARANCE ITEMS
Main Campus Location Only 8AM- 4:30PM
Parking Permit Available Online!
WWW .WKUBOOKSTORE. COM
Some Exclusions Apply: Textbooks, Electronics, Vera Bradley, and
School Supplies not included. Not valid with any other discount.
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News brief

State House passes revised
textbook bill
The state House of
Representatives passed a bill
last week about university textbooks.
The bill, House Bill 226,
passed with a vote of 83-9.
The Senate received it March
2, according to the Legislative
Research Commission Web
site.
The bill would require public universities to establish a
deadline for faculty to pick
and publicly post the ISBN for
course materials.
Rep.
Carl
Rollins,
D-Midway, revised the bill after
faculty members expressed
concerns about penalties the

bill assigned to faculty who
don’t meet deadlines.
Penalties were removed in
the revision.
The bill also states that publishers should show substantial
changes between editions of
books.
Publishers selling textbooks
in bundles with other course
materials, such as CDs, to university bookstores in Kentucky
would have to make materials
available separately too, the
bill states.
The bill also requires universities to publish information about alternatives for
students to purchase or rent
textbooks.
— Marianne Hale

Let’s not flush anymore trees
down the toilet, please
Jennifer Dooper

diversions@chherald.com

With a week of backpacking
in Arkansas soon approaching, my Spring Break worries
aren’t typical for me. I’m not
going to be stressed about
how I look in a bathing suit,
for one thing, because after
hiking for six days I’ll be too
busy dreaming of my next
bath. And I won’t be bored
because I’ll be moving all day
long and sleeping rock-hard
at night.
But there are little things
that I’m never used to worrying about that are going to
be on my mind, from the day
we set out on the trail, to the
moment we return to civilization a week later.
For obvious reasons, toilet
paper is one of them.
And according to an article
published in the New York
Times last week, perhaps I
should think about it even
when I’m not stranded in forest, especially if I want to

tell myself truthfully that I’m
eco-friendly.
It was no surprise to me
when the article pointed out
that most Americans enjoy
their toilet paper
like we do our
mattresses: soft,
firm and thick.
The shocker
was the price our
environment pays
for our luxurious
ultra-soft preferences.
Apparently,
the more comfortable the tissue,
the more likely it
is that its fibers
were taken from a
standing tree. In other words,
when we pay for the tissue
that pampers our behinds,
we’re encouraging companies
to cut down millions of trees
each year, many of them from
old-growth forests throughout

our continent.
This is absurd, especially
when tissue can be made at
almost the same cost from
recycled materials.
But we insist on the fluffiest brands for our sensitive
tushes, and it might be simply because we don’t know
that our small comforts could
mean less trees.
Heck,
when
I’m
discerning
which toilet paper
to buy, the question I ask myself
first isn’t “How
were these made?”
or even “Which is
the cheapest?” but
rather “Which one
is the softest?” I
have never considered the possibility that the
product I use for
the grossest of tasks could
come from the most majestic
of trees.
I’m not going to claim
that we shouldn’t use trees to
make things we need, but is it
really necessary to chop down

Apparently,
the more comfortable the tissue, the more
likely it is that
its fibers were
taken from a
standing tree.

hundreds of years of old forests just wipe our butts?
Now, I don’t think many of
us are ready to use leaves or
our hands to wipe ourselves, as
is custom in many parts of the
world. But I do believe we can
make the switch to more earthfriendly toilet paper fairly easily, especially if we continuously remind ourselves that
tissue made from recyclables
does not contain splinters.
If we do continue to make
super-soft tissue, however, I
insist that we save it to give
away as an award, or maybe
use for Thanksgiving dinner
napkins. Applying it for everyday use is an insult to its quality and, quite frankly, doesn’t
do anything for us aside from
reducing the amount of oxygen we have to breathe.
So next time you’re buying for your bumper, remember that if it’s soft on you,
it’s hard on our environment.
Look for the “recycled” label
and feel good about changing a small part of your life
to make a big impact on our
world.

LUXURY STUDENT LIVING

MINUTES FROM CAMPUS

VISIT US TODAY AT HILLTOPPERHOME.COM OR 2602 NAVAJO DR.

ZERO
DEPOSIT

ZERO
MOVE-IN FEES

ZERO
APPLICATION FEES
SEE OFFICE FOR DETAILS

GREAT LOCATION • SWIMMING POOL • FITNESS CENTER • FULL-SIZE WASHER & DRYER IN UNIT • PRIVATE BEDROOMS

270.746.9519
2602 NAVAJO DRIVE
HILLTOPPERHOME.COM
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BEYOND THE HILL

GBP adviser turned away Violence in Mexico could
affect spring breakers

MANDY SIMPSON
news@chherald.com
Western’s chapter of the
Gamma Beta Phi Society faced
opposition from the society’s
national executive committee
last weekend during the national
convention.
James Chappell, disputed
adviser
of
Western’s
553-member chapter, arrived in
New Orleans with six members
but wasn’t allowed to enter the
convention, he said.
The national executive
committee of the honors society
voted to remove Chappell, a
political science professional-inresidence, as adviser of Western’s
chapter in January, according to
a letter from National President
Jackie Dale Thomas.
But members of Western’s
chapter voted to reinstate
Chappell during their meeting
two weeks ago, Chapter
President Rachel Hanger said.
Chappell thinks the committee
removed him because of

several suggested constitutional
amendments he sent to the
national executive director in
December.
Thomas declined to comment
on Chappell’s removal.
Thomas met Western’s
chapter at the door of the
convention and told them that
the national executive committee
wouldn’t recognize the students’
decision, Hanger said.
Thomas then told Chappell
she would call the police if he
entered the building or attempted
to attend any of the sessions,
Hanger said.
Thomas declined to comment
on Chappell’s arrival at the
conference.
Chappell said he was upset
about the national executive
committee’s repeated refusal to
tell him why he was removed.
“They’ve never revealed that
I’ve done anything wrong,” he
said. “They haven’t allowed me
any due process.”
Hanger
said
the
parliamentarian at the convention

showed her the constitutional
clause that allows the national
executive committee to override
the chapter’s decision to reinstate
Chappell.
Hanger made a motion to
the national senate to reinstate
Chappell, but the motion failed
because no one seconded it, she
said.
She said this month
Western’s chapter’s executive
committee will ask members to
either appoint a new adviser and
continue to be a chapter of the
Gamma Beta Phi Society or join
another national honor society.
Thomas said she commended
Hanger for her work as president
and supports Western’s chapter.
“I think WKU’s chapter has
been strong and will continue to
be,” she said.
If Western’s chapter joins
with another national honor
society, current members will be
accepted and won’t have to pay
dues this year, Hanger said.
She said she is unsure what
the chapter will decide.

BOWLING GREEN

City implements energy plan; Western to follow
JOSH MOORE
news@chherald.com
A change to city thermostats
in the summer and winter
could help Bowling Green save
money.
Officials are discussing
lowering the temperature of city
buildings by a few degrees in
the winter and raising it in the
summer, Public Works Director
Emmett Wood said.
The idea is part of a growing
effort by the city, state and
university to increase energy
efficiency and save money.
The move would save the
city about $14,000 a year for
each degree, Wood said.
State officials expect to save
$1.5 million a year by reducing
energy use at night and on
weekends, said Jonathan Miller,
finance and administration
cabinet secretary.
The cabinet decided to

set back the thermostat in
the government buildings in
Frankfort that it oversees during
the last few weeks, Miller said.
New software automatically
sets it back at night and returns
it to normal in the morning, he
said.
“A combination of the budget
crisis and the environmental
crisis pushed us to look for
ways to reduce energy usage,”
Miller said.
The actions are part of a
comprehensive energy plan by
Gov. Steve Beshear to promote
energy efficiency and improve
renewable energy technology,
Miller said. The plan was
released this fall.
If local governments and
schools also work to decrease
energy usage, the state could
save more than $100 million,
he said.
State officials hope to get
money from the federal stimulus

plan to help local governments
and schools buy the software
Miller is using in Frankfort,
he said.
Western has already done a
lot to decrease energy usage,
Sustainability
Coordinator
Christian Ryan-Downing said.
Western saved $128,340 by
closing campus for three weeks
during Winter Break.
Officials will release a
university energy policy soon,
she said.
That plan is similar to the
state’s plan, Ryan-Downing
said.
City
Manager
Kevin
DeFebbo said city officials have
been setting back temperatures
in buildings on nights and
weekends for a while.
“We
appreciate
the
governor’s comments, but
this is something we’ve made
a priority for a long time,”
DeFebbo said.

EMILY ULBER
news@chherald.com
Western students traveling
south of the border this Spring
Break could run into a few
security issues.
The Bureau of Consular
Affairs of the U.S. Department
of State issued a travel alert on
Feb. 20 warning U.S. citizens
traveling and living in Mexico
of a recent increase in violence
along the U.S. and Mexico
border.
Mexican drug cartels are
engaged in violent conflict
along the border for control
of narcotics trafficking routes,
according to the alert.
The Mexican army and
police have engaged in combat
with the drug cartels, many
of whom are using automatic
weapons
and
grenades,
according to the alert.
Large fights have taken
place in many towns and
cities across Mexico but most
recently in northern Mexico,
including Tijuana, Chihuahua
City and Ciudad Juárez,
according to the alert.
Hodgenville junior Candace
Read and her boyfriend are

flying to Cancún for Spring
Break.
Read’s boyfriend use to live
in Florida, so they wanted to
try somewhere different for
Spring Break, she said.
It’s the first time she’s been
to Mexico, she said.
Read said she has been
keeping up with news of the
border violence but said that
she isn’t too worried because
she and her boyfriend are
flying.
“I think it’s a good thing to
know and be aware of what’s
going on,” she said. “But it’s
nothing to not go over.”
Read said that, from what
she has heard, the major tourist
attractions are still safe.
She and her boyfriend are
staying at an all-inclusive
resort in Cancún, she said.
She said her advice to
students traveling to Mexico is
to fly instead of drive.
Students who go to Mexico
should stay in groups and stay
away from the areas in question,
said Maj. Mike Wallace, field
operations commander.
“Keep in mind — there’s
always Florida,” he said,
laughing. “There are other

places to go and other things
to do, and this is one of those
years you might want to do
that.”
Alerts come out for a reason,
Wallace said.
Students traveling to
Mexico should make sure to
let people know where they are
and what they are doing at all
times, he said.
The alert stated that several
U.S citizens have been trapped
and temporarily prevented
from leaving the area.
Robberies, homicides, petty
thefts and carjackings have
increased over the last year
across Mexico, especially in
Tijuana and northern Baja
California, according to the
alert.
Sandra Jenkins, travel
consultant for The Travel
Authority, said the travel
agency has seen a decline of
people wanting to travel to
Mexico.
But that’s most likely
because of the state of the
economy, she said.
Jenkins said she doubts that
the violence in Mexico has
played a huge part in people’s
travel decisions.
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BASEBALL

Toppers beat Belmont

SARAH HYMAN
sports@chherald.com
NASHVILLE — After the
Toppers suffered its first home
loss of the season to Belmont
on Tuesday night, coach Chris
Finwood couldn’t find anything
positive to say about his team’s
performance.
But last night, after Western
defeated Belmont 7-1 in Nashville,
he only found a few areas that the
team needed to improve.
“Early season baseball is such
a roller coaster, just trying to
get guys to understand what you
want out of them,” he said. “The
biggest thing is just going out
there and competing. We didn’t
do that yesterday and we got our
brains beat out, and we did it
today and got a ‘W’.”
Junior pitcher Shane Cameron
(1-0) allowed three hits and one
run in four innings of work last
night. He walked two but recorded three strikeouts and retired the
last seven batters he faced.
“He did what he does,”
Finwood said. “Our guys threw
strikes, we competed very well,
and when you do that, you’ve got
a chance.”
After an RBI single by
Belmont catcher Matt Zeblo in
the second inning, Western’s

pitchers held the Bruins to three
hits and struck out eight.
Following Western’s 12-8
loss to Belmont on Tuesday night
in Bowling Green, pitching coach
Matt Myers said he told the team
that they had embarrassed themselves by not playing competitively.
“I think when a team is playing good, like we did tonight,
how we start on the mound dictates how we’re going to play,”
he said. “It’s not about ability or
talent or pitching. It’s about how
much you’re going to compete.”
Though the Toppers didn’t
hit any home runs in its second game against Belmont, the
offense found other ways to produce a win.
Senior catcher J.B. Paxson got
the scoring started for Western in
the top of the third inning with
an RBI double that scored senior
outfielder Matt Hightower.
Western got on the board
again in the fifth inning thanks
to two hit batsmen by losing
Belmont pitcher Nick Whitaker.
Whitaker hit junior second baseman Matt Payton and junior
third baseman Wade Gaynor on
consecutive at-bats. Payton stole
third and then scored on an RBI
single by sophomore designated
hitter Matt Rice.

Luke Sharrett/Herald

Freshman short stop Logan Robbins (left) fields a grounder that made it by junior third baseman Wade Gaynor during the top of the seventh inning. Robbins threw the batter out at first base for the third out of the inning during Western’s game against Belmont in Nashville.
The Toppers scored twice in
the seventh inning on RBI singles
by Gaynor and Rice. In the eighth
an RBI single by Payton brought
junior first baseman Jake Wells

home on a fielding error.
Western put two more runs on
the board in the top of the ninth
inning thanks to two more errors
by the Bruins.

“We’ve got a solid team all
around,” Rice said. “One day it
could be one guy, another day
it could be another guy, but all
around, we’ve got a great team.”

The Toppers begin conference
play with a three game series
against Louisiana-Monroe starting at 6 p.m. on Friday at Denes
Field.
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Life at mid-major conference basketball tournaments is different.
Fans probably won’t be embarking to Hot Springs, Ark., this
weekend by the thousands. Something about alligator farms, bath
houses, chain restaurants and Sun Belt Conference basketball
aren’t necessarily inviting attractions for a Spring Break.
But the fact that eight teams will engage in an all-out fight over
three days for one very important thing is somewhat inviting.
A bid to the NCAA Tournament.
In a time of pinched budgets, an economic crisis and institutions struggling with budget deficits, there’s a lot more importance to an NCAA bid than the minimum 40 minutes that the
school’s team is out on the floor.
And for a school such as Western, a bid could be extremely
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Andrew Robinson

beneficial. As the school continues to brand itself and attempts to
gain an identity as the football team becomes a full-fledged member of the Football Bowl Subdivision and Sun Belt Conference, a
bid could be just what the doctor ordered for the school.
A year ago, Western got more attention than it could have ever
asked for after then-senior guard Ty Rogers was lifted into NCAA
Tournament lore as he hit a three-pointer at the buzzer to give
Western a win over Drake.
Western was all over the major networks and news outlets. No
matter where you turned, there was Rogers.
Off in Palo Alto, Calif., Western Athletics Director Wood
Selig was in an empty locker room by himself.
When he saw the shot go in, he, of course, celebrated.
But as much as he celebrated because the shot went in, he may
have also been celebrating because there was going to be that
much more attention on Western.
Snippets of the play ran again in CBS promos throughout the
fall during NFL games. Even recently in CBS promos, there’s
been a shot of the Western bench storming the floor after the shot
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went in.
America lives for this time of year, and whether or not
University big-wigs across the country admit it, March is one
reason that schools are willing to invest a little more money in
basketball than they are in other areas.
Even in a budget crisis.
As the economy continues to bring America bad news, when
the NCAA Tournament does roll around in a few weeks, it will be
a much needed escape for folks. It’s something good to talk about
— the office pools, watch parties and madness will all be back.
It will be the vacation we all need. It’s a chance to lose
ourselves in Cinderellas, shining moments and heart-stopping
drama.
According to an interview with NCAA senior vice president for
basketball and business strategies Greg Saheen in the Chronicle
of Higher Education in March of 2008, nearly 150 million people
watch the tournament.
Yeah, if a school wants publicity, those three games in Hot
Springs are pretty important.

Fuel

Continued

from sports page

Western, who will open play
in the quarterfinals of the Sun
Belt tournament in Hot Springs,
Ark., on March 8, are taking
that ‘underrated’ mentality into
the tournament. It’s a different
approach than last season’s team,
who played the underdog card.
Last season, Western finished
tied for first in the East Division
standings with South Alabama.
But the Jaguars, who carried
the tiebreaker over the Toppers,
won the title and the No. 1 seed

CYAN MEGENTA YELLOW BLACK

in the tournament.
No matter which mentality
they take, the road to the
championship only has one
route, and that takes victories.
“When you have three games
in three days, you do think
about it,” Mendez-Valdez said.
“It’s gonna happen all so fast.
It’s crazy to think that it’s only
a week away when you find out
if you’re going or you’re not
gonna be going (to the NCAA
tournament).”
Western will play the winner
of No. 8 seed LouisianaLafayette and No. 9 seed
Florida International at 12:30
p.m. Saturday.

C Y
M K

C Y
M K

C Y
M K

March 5, 2009

CYAN MEGENTA YELLOW BLACK

C Y
M K

College Heights Herald

SOFTBALL

Ends
Continued

TANNER CURTIS/Herald

Senior pitcher Ryan Rogge said she can’t remember a time when she wasn’t playing softball. Rogge
was named pitcher of the week by the Sun Belt Conference this week. Rogge, who is from Orange
Park, Fla., said she likes Western, but it was hard to adjust to the cold weather.

from sports page

Freshman guard Caitlin
House said earlier this year,
that the biggest transition from
high school was trying to learn
the never-ending amount of
plays.
By the end of the season
however, House, forward
Teranie Thomas and center
Jasmine Johnson all averaged
more than 10 minutes per
game.
Leadership wasn’t the
only problem for Western
Wednesday night.
The Lady Toppers simply
didn’t want the extra rebounds,
steals, and all other statistics
as badly as ULM, and that was
the thing that separated the two
from the beginning, sophomore
forward Arnika Brown said.
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“Like coach Cowles said, it
was pretty obvious they kind of
wanted it more than we wanted
it,” Brown said. “I mean it was
very tough. Myself, personally,
there was one play that was at
our end and the ball was right
there in my face and I didn’t
dive on the floor and get it and
that’s frustrating as a player.”
Brown finished with 16
points and 12 rebounds.
The only thing the Lady
Toppers can do now is to move
forward and work hard toward
next year, and use this season
as motivation, junior guard
Kenzie Rich said.
Rich led the Lady Toppers
with 18 points.
“I know it’s going to
motivate me to work harder,”
Rich said. “This season it was
all about little things that we
didn’t get done, and we just
have to commit to doing that.
Hopefully everybody will.”

SPRING BREAK

Panama City Beach,
Florida Beachfront Hotel

with pool!

Great rooms, great rates!

Within walking distance to area
attractions including Spinnaker
& Club LaVela.

Stay 6 nights, 7th night

FREE!

Mention Code 40475
for discount

www.lollye.com
1-888-565-5931

Rogge finally sees results of adjustments

RANDALL REARDEN
sports@chherald.com
Senior pitcher Ryan Rogge
recently started learning how to
play the guitar.
She said her parents were
afraid she’d go crazy after she
finishes her softball career at
Western this season.
And since day one at
Western, Rogge, a Florida
native, has learned to deal with
the early-season cold weather
that comes along with playing
at Western.
“Somehow, I’ve made it
all four years,” Rogge said. “I
remember the first part of my
freshman year — I used to wear
two pairs of sweatpants every
day. It was freezing here.”
When she returned to the
warm weather this past weekend,
she picked up wins in all three
games as the Lady Toppers swept
Florida International in Miami.
Rogge’s performance over
the weekend was noticed as
she was named the Sun Belt
Conference Pitcher of the Week
on Wednesday.

Coach Tyra Perry gives
credit of Rogge’s success to her
increasing maturity on and off
the field.
“She had some rough years
previously,” Perry said. “I
thought last year she performed
extremely well. She grew up
and matured and has carried
that over into this season.”
Perry also commended the
leadership role Rogge plays, as
she is one of five captains for
the Lady Toppers.
“You can tell by her record
so far that she is doing a
tremendous job,” Perry added.
“She does a good job of relaying
information out to the team and
making sure everybody is ready
to go.”
Rogge’s teammate, junior
outfielder Jamie Hennis, has
noticed what Rogge brings to
the Lady Toppers.
“She brings a little bit of
excitement to the team,” Hennis
said. “You never know what to
expect from Ryan.”
Hennis, who also is Rogge’s
roommate, commented on their
relationship off the field and

how they interact.
“We get along really well,”
Hennis said. “We balance each
other out. She’s a lot of fun.”
Rogge, who holds the
Florida High School record
for most strikeouts in a game,
still remembers her first trip to
Western.
“I just really loved it here
even though it’s freezing. They
got me — on my visit, it wasn’t
that cold here,” Rogge said.
“I love the school because
everything is so close together,
which is good for me.”
While not on the diamond
for the Lady Toppers, Rogge
pulls for her beloved Atlanta
Braves and has tried to pick up
other skills.
“I’m a huge Atlanta Braves
fan. I love the Braves,” Rogge
said. “Believe it or not, I am
really into all the medical stuff
I get to do for my exercise
science classes.”
Rogge and the Lady Toppers
will compete in the Buzz Classic
in Atlanta starting Friday at
noon against Bowling Green
State.
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Warhawk Torn

ELIO PAJARES/Herald

Junior guard Kenzie Rich posted 18 points on Wednesday night’s game against Louisana-Monroe. The Lady Toppers lost 62-71 in the first round of the 2009 Sun Belt Conference Tournament.

Lady Toppers’ season ends in disappointing fashion

RYAN CAREY
sports@chherald.com
Following Western’s 71-62 loss to
Louisiana-Monroe Wednesday night, coach
Mary Taylor Cowles found out what it’s
like to not to be involved in the Sun Belt
Conference Tournament after the first
round.
The 10th-seeded Warhawks upset the
seventh-seeded Lady Toppers in the first
round of the Sun Belt Tournament to end

a season in which there were expectations
that Western could be a part of the NCAA
Tournament when the first and second rounds
are played at Diddle later this month.
“I don’t know how to feel,” Cowles said.
“I don’t know how to think. I don’t know
how to act. It’s extremely new to me. So, as
we go forward, whether it’s tonight, whether
it’s tomorrow, or whether it’s next week or
in the month of April, when we’re allowed
to get back in the gym, we’ll have to kind of
have to come up with a game plan.”

The Toppers also lost their chance to defend
their Sun Belt Tournament championship.
One key difference from last year’s team
to this year’s was undoubtedly a strong
leader, Cowles said.
After former Lady Topper forward Crystal
Kelly graduated last year, the leadership
role fell on the shoulders of senior forward
Dominique Duck, but Duck eventually took
a medical redshirt.
The leadership that Duck displayed even
as early as last year was never really picked

up by anyone, and the Lady Toppers suffered
all season long because of it, Cowles said.
“When we made the decision, and we
made that decision together, for Dominique
to redshirt this year, we made that knowing
that’s what was best for her,” Cowles said.
“In the back of my mind I knew that other
than points and defense and rebounds where
our team would really miss out on Dominique
Duck was that leadership.”
See ENDS,

page
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Sun Belt snubs fuel Toppers in SBC tournament

DAVID HARTEN
sports@chherald.com
Before the season, coach
Ken McDonald told junior
guard A.J. Slaughter he
should consider his selection to the preseason allSun Belt Conference third
team ‘a slap in the face.’
After he and senior guard
Orlando Mendez-Valdez were the
lone Toppers to make the postseason all-conference teams, that
mentality is now being adopted by
the entire team going into the Sun
Belt Conference tournament.

“It just serves as motivation,”
McDonald said. “But you can’t
have everyone, obviously, on the
(all-conference) team. But the
guys who are deserving should
be out there, and we’ll bring that
into the tournament, fresh in our
minds.”
Mendez-Valdez, who was
selected as Sun Belt player of
the year and a first-team all-conference member, and Slaughter,
who was selected as a second
team member, share McDonald’s
sentiment.
“When (the all-conference
teams) did come out, it hit me a

GET INSIDE THE GAME

little bit,” Slaughter said. “I’m
just more focused on going in and
winning this tournament.”
Winning the tournament was
something Sun Belt coaches
believed was a far-fetched idea
before the season.
The Toppers (21-8, 15-3
Sun Belt East Division) were
picked to finish third in the East
behind Middle Tennessee and
South Alabama. Western swept
Middle Tennessee, who finished
third in the division, and South
Alabama, who finished fourth.
MTSU finished the regular season as the No. 5 seed heading

into the conference tournament,
with South Alabama the No. 6
seed.
Mendez-Valdez was not
selected to any of the preseason
all-Sun Belt teams.
“It’s a huge accomplishment,”
Mendez-Valdez said of being
named conference player of the
year. “It’s an individual award.
I’m excited — it’s a big thing
for me personally. Then again,
the timing of it — it’s right in the
middle of us trying to get ready
for a tournament. I can’t celebrate
too much.”
Though other individual acco-
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EVEN THOUGH
YOU’RE GOING ON
SPRING BREAK,
THE HERALD ISN’T.

Columnist and Sports Editor Andrew
Robinson discusses why a conference tournament championship
means a lot more for schools than
just the automatic bid to the NCAA
Tournament that the team receives.

Check wkuherald.com and chhtoppertalk.wordpress.com next week for coverage from the Sun Belt Conference
Tournament in Hot Springs, Ark.
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lades weren’t in Western’s favor
like they had thought, McDonald
believes his team has the right
mindset going into the tournament.
“I think A.J. will be motivated
by it,” he said. “I congratulated
him today and also said, ‘Hey, I
thought you should’ve been on
the first team,’ and he said, ‘Hey,
we won a championship.’ That’s
the first thing he said. So when
you have that kind of attitude,
you’re going to be fine.”
Slaughter wasn’t the only
player McDonald thought was
snubbed. He also believed there

was no question that sophomore
forward Sergio Kerusch should’ve
won Sun Belt Newcomer of
the Year, an award that went to
Troy’s Richard Delk.
“Sergio was (Sun Belt) player
of the week twice,” he said. “I
don’t think Delk was player of
the week at all. I don’t understand
— you know.”
“I don’t know if maybe people
are thinking ‘WKU’s getting too
many awards — let’s spread it
out.’ I have no idea. But that’s
just, to me, it’s insulting.”
See FUEL,

page
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ALSO INSIDE
• Western’s Baseball team gets
revenge on Belmont Wednesday.
• Senior softball pitcher Ryan Rogge
has made numerous adjustments during her career at Western.
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